February 24, 2021

Honorable Marvin L. Abney, Chairman
House Committee on Finance

RI State House

State Street

Providence, RI1 02903

Cc: Rep. Joseph McNamara

RE: H.B. 5110 An Act Relating to Taxation
Dear Chairman Abney and the House Committee on Finance:

My name is Maria Tocco and I'm writing in support of HB 5110, and Act Relating to Taxation,
which provides that a flea market vendor who has a retail sales permit would not be required
to pay a separate registration fee to make sales at flea markets. These vendors will still be
responsible to pay all taxes due as a result of their sales at a flea market.

I am the Owner and Market Manager of the Providence Flea LLC, a year-round open market for
local artisans, makers, vintage vendors and food purveyors, established in 2013. I have four
part-time employees. This coming outdoor season will be our 9th season in the city.

In Winter and Spring the market takes place every Sunday at the brand new, state-of-the-art
Farm Fresh RI Market Hall in Providence. In summer and fall it takes place along a leased
land parcel from the 1-195 District Commission downtown along the Providence River.

Since inception we've been the recipient of a Best of Rhode Island award from Rhode Island
Monthly, a Best of New England award from Yankee Magazine, a Best of the Region award by
Romantic Homes Magazine. We've received a Certificate of Excellence with a rank of #28 of
103 things to do in Providence from TripAdvisor. Our markets have been mentioned in several
travel guides, including 101 things to do in Rhode Island and Secret Providence, as well as in
mentions by Boston magazine, bon appetit, Gourmet, House Beautiful, AAA Travel,
Travelzoo, Amtrak Acela magazine, and many others.

Last year, during our summer market alone, in the midst of Covid restrictions, we operated at
2/3 capacity and safely hosted a list of rotating vendors totaling close to 200 in all—including
antique and vintage vendors, artists, artisans and makers, food purveyors, trucks and carts,
and community non profits. Approximately 90% of them are from Rhode Island, and the
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remaining 10% are from Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York and Vermont.

The Providence Flea attracts thousands of visitors every Sunday to the city, and these visitors
not only make purchases from Flea vendors but from many of the area’s businesses as well,
including restaurants and other retail shops that have opened on Sundays since the Flea began
attracting people to the area. Providence Flea is not a traditional flea market. It's an artisan
Flea that has hosted over 1,200 small and micro-businesses over the past nine years.

Many vendors already have a Rl retail sales permit, and some also have brick and mortar
shops. In order to vend at a flea in Rhode Island, they are also required to register with the
Division of Taxation via the 30-Day Temporary Flea Market Vendor Permit. The fee for this
permit is $10 every 30 days. Some vendors sell at several markets in a month, and must pay
the permit fee at each of them. The fees can quickly add up for small and micro-businesses.

Among various other requirements as a small business owner, one of the most onerous for me
is this 30-Day Temporary Flea Market Vendor Permit. It requires me as the “Promoter” to issue
a four-part form to every vendor at the Flea. The form is not available online. The permit
requires me to collect a $10 fee by check made payable to the Division of Taxation, and to file
and deliver a Promoter’s report every month listing the names and addresses of every vendor
along with the permit registration fees. (If a vendor forgets their check, it involves me making a
separate trip to my bank for a deposit and cashier’s check on their behalf.)

The requirement seems punitive for flea market vendors, as there is no temporary artist
market vendor permit nor a temporary farmers market vendor permit at which some vendors

participate, thus making my Flea less competitive as a venue for these vendors because of this
extra requirement and fee.

In a state with a challenging track record of “making it easy to do business,” HB 5110 is a
quick win for outdoor retail in Rhode Island. It is a way to lessen the burden on small
vendors who are experiencing death by one thousand cuts during this the pandemic
while trying to survive and thrive. It's one more obstacle, and it's redundant to have to pay
this fee on top of their retail sales permit. HB 5110 would also lessen the paperwork burden on
me as a small business owner by lessening the reporting requirement.

I greatly appreciate your time and hope you will consider supporting this bill. I also hope you
will visit the Flea and buy local from these local businesses. Masks are required, attendance is
strictly monitored, hand sanitizer is readily available and the shopping is safe and socially
distanced!

Kind regards,

M,m To-cw

Maria Tocco
Owner/Market Manager
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